© By His Highnels : 


A PROCLAMATION 


PROHIBITING 


The — of MINISTERS and other CHRISTIANS in thetr 
A and Mein. 


ts =] having pleafed the Lozd, by the'mamfold MPercies and Deitverances. which he hath 
(| w2ought in and fo: theſe Nations of late pears , an the Nita AMEIISN 
'D; ﬆ* hath bleſſed the Endeavozs of the Good People thereof, in making them Succeſsful 
@| agatiiſt his and their Enemies, td crown Us with this, as not the leaſt Token of his 
== fav: and Good Will to Us, That there is a free and uninterrupted Paſſage of 
Galpel running theough the uidit of Us, and Liberty foz all to hold fozth and profeſs with ſobxiety, their 
Light and Knowledge therein, accozding as the Lozd inhis rich Gzace and wiſdom hath diſpenced to | 
every man , and with the ſame Freedom topeacticeandexerciſe the Faith of the Goſpel, and to leadquiet 
and peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty without any Ynterruption from the Powers God | 
hath ſet over this Commonwealth , nay with all-juſt and due Encouragement thereto, and Pzotection in + | 
ſo doing by the ſame ; A Mercy that s the Þ ace: much Blood, and till of late years denyed to this Na- 
tion, as at this day it continues to be £9 oft of the Nations round about Us, -and Which all that fear - || 
God amongſt Us ought duly to gh | thankful foz in this Day , wherein God hath ſo gract- { 
ouſly Uſfited and Redeemed his People , . ' Hight eſs, as He reckons tt a Duty incumbent upon Ham, 
 andſhall take all poſsible Care to Pzgſiew'and Continue this Freedom: and Liberty to all Perſons 0 
this Commonwealth fearing God, Pangy of dillering Pudgements., by pzotecting them in the ſober 
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and quiet exerciſe and p:ofeſsion of Keligion, andthe knore PER of God, againſt atl- ſuch who. ſhall; I 
by impoſing npon the Conſciences bf their Bzeth2en, oz offering violence to their Perſons, 02 ariy other '_ 
way, ſeck to hinder them therein; ©9 ltkewff doth He hyld hanſelf equally oviiged to take Care, That, 
on no pretence whatſoever, ſuch freedom given ſhould be extended. by any beyond thoſe bounds whichthe - 
Royal Law of Love and Chriſtian Moderation bave ſet us in our walking one towards another ; DP: that : . 
thereby occaſion ſhould be taken by any to abuſe this Liberty to the 02 diſquict of any of - 
their B:ethzen in the ſame free Exerciſe of their Faith awd Wozſhip, whicy himſelf enjoics of his own;' 
And Hts Highneſs cannot but ſadly lament the woful diſtenper that is fallen upon the Spirits of many 
p2ofeſsing Religion and the Fear of God in theſe 'dayes, Who inftead of a ſuitable return to the Lozdour = 
God fo2 this Liberty, and all our other Mergtes, andappearing tn an aniWwerable carriage by a Spt- 
rit of tenderneſs and fozbearance one towards another , and pzovoking one another to Love and good | 
V99zks, are found in a Spirit of bitterneſs towards thir Bzethzen, biting and devouring; hateful and | 
hating one another, and whileſt they pzetend the Ltberv which Chzi hath purchaſed foz yis People ; - 
do openly and avowedly, by rude and unchaiſtian Pzactics, diſturb both the Publique and Pzivate meet- 
ings fo pzeaching the v90zd, and other ReligiousExercies, and vilifie, oppoſe, and interrupt the Pub- 
lique P:eachers in their Miniſtery, whereby the Libety of the Goſpel, the pzafeſsion of Rekigion , 
and the Name of God, 1s much diſhonoured and abutd, andthe Spirits of all good men much grie- | 
ved. His Highneſs therefoze, having had many infoznutions from divers parts of this Commonwealty 
of ſuch Pzactices by divers men lately riſen up under thenames of Quakers , Ranters, and others , who 
do daily both repzoach and difturb the Alſembltes andCongregations of Chriſtians m their Publique 
and Puvate Meetings, and interrupt the Pzeachers tr'diſpenſing, the u99zd, and-others in their w902- 
hip, contrary to juſt Liberty , and- to the difturbanc of the Publique Peace, Doth hold himſelf 
obitged by His Truſt to Declare His difiike of all ſuchÞzactices , as being contrary to the juſt Free- 
dome and Ltberties of the People, which by the Law and Government of this Commonwealth they 
ought to be Pzotected in; And doth hereby ltrictly Ruire and Command ail Perſons whatſoever 
That they fozbear hencefozth ail ſuch irregular and d02derly P2actices. And if in Contempt hereof, a- . _ 
ny Perſons ſhall pzeſume._to offend as afozeſaid, 9c fl eſteem them as Diſturbers of the Civil Peace, 


and ſhall expect , and do'require- all Officers and uiſters of Juſtice to pzoceed againſt them acco2- . 
Ding. Given at White- Hall the 15. day of Py 1654 4 


A—— 


——_—Jþ—w__ 


London, Printed | by Henry Bills and Jobn Field, Enters to His Highads, MDCLI V. 
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